organisms, when grown in association in liquid media, was reported first by Nissle in 1916. Because of the multiplicity of factors involved when organisms are growing in heterogeneous mixtures in liquid media, the nature of the inhibiting agent is difficult to ascertain.
Gratia of Belgium (1925) observed a strain of Escherichia which, when grown on a solid medium, produced a diffusible substance that was antibiotic against another coliform strain and ShigeUa dysenteriae. It was demonstrated later by Gratia and Fredericq (1946) that antibiotic coliform strains are not at all infrequent and that the antibiotic substance produced, which they designated "colicin", was peculiarly distinct and characteristic for the particular coliform strain producing it. They observed that some strains produced several "colicins" with characteristically different antibiotic spectra and that antibiotic strains themselves might be susceptible to "colicins" produced by other coliform organisms. Heatley and Florey (1946) and Halbert and Magnuson (1948) presented data on the nature of these "colicins" which were found to be acetone precipitable and thermostable. Halbert (1948) This brief report is concerned with observations on antibiosis by Salmonella, Shigella, and Alkalescens-Dispar types, but especially two coliform strains which (in contrast to previous reports of limited antibiotic activity by coliform bacteria) were found to be antibiotic against almost all Salmonella and ShigelL types against which they were tested.
METHODS
The technique employed to detect antibiotic strain was that of Gratia and Fredericq (1946) 
